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Grazing System Risk Assessment 
Date  Timing or duration of 

grazing 
 

Assessor  Perimeter security  

Site (map)  Water supply  

Stock type and 
breeding or not 

 Stock checking proposals  

Number, age, 
breed 

 Handling facilities  

Grazing area  Access  

Proposed 
Grazing 
System 

Stocking density  Emergency (e.g. foul 
weather, ill-health 

 

Assessment of risk 
(score 1-20) 

Type of hazard Written assessment of hazard 
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) Actions to be taken to reduce risk 
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BASIC REQUIREMENTS (refer to first freedom) 
Lack of availability 
(Quantity and 
Quality) 

 
    

 (2x1)=2 

Impeded accessibility 
(e.g. snow, flood) 

       

Food 

Known mineral 
deficiencies (consult 
local vet /DEFRA) 

 
    

  

Lack of availability 
(Quantity) 

       

Quality (Salinity, 
Pollutants) 

       

Water 

Accessibility 
(Physical access, 
freezing, drought) 
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Assessment of risk 
(score 1-20) 

Type of 
hazard Written assessment of hazard 
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PHYSICAL HARM FROM NATURAL ELEMENTS (refer to second and third freedoms) 
Fire         

Flood        

Poisonous plants        

Ground conditions 
(injury) 

       

Lack of / insufficient 
suitable resting areas 

       

Water bodies (e.g. 
drowning, exposure, 
injury entering/exiting) 

 
    

  

Weather (extremes of 
heat, cold, wet) / 
Shelter 

 
    

  

Insects        

PHYSICAL HARM FROM MAN-MADE ELEMENTS (refer to third freedom) 

Fences        

Bridges/crossing points 
       

Debris/materials        

Electricity supply    

Shooting  
    

  

Vandals        

Dogs        

Other        
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Assessment of risk 
(score 1-20) 

Type of hazard 
Written assessment of hazard 
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Actions 
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DISEASE (refer to third freedom) 
worms        Internal (e.g. 

parasites) 
        

sweet itch        External 
(e.g. fly- 
strike, sweet 
itch) 

fly-strike        

tetanus        Other (e.g. 
common 
and/or local 
ailments) 

flu        

PSYCHOLOGICAL STRESS (FEAR OR DISTRESS) FROM NATURAL FACTORS (refer to fourth and fifth freedoms)  
Inability to demonstrate natural 
patterns of behaviour  

       

Negative social interaction (e.g. 
bullying) 

       

Fear or distress caused by other 
animals (excluding dogs) 

       

Weather (extremes of heat, cold, 
wet) / Shelter 

       

PSYCHOLOGICAL STRESS (FEAR OR DISTRESS) FROM MAN-MA DE FACTORS (refer to fifth freedom) 
General Public        

Dogs        

Noise (e.g. shooting, aircraft)        

Vehicles/machinery        

Vandals        
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3. Decide who is at risk and how 
For example, which site users, staff as well? 
All hazards which can be foreseen with 
thorough prior thought, by considering 
current knowledge and noting experience 
from both within your own organization and 
other related bodies, must be included. 
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Assessment of risk 
(score 1-20) 

Type of hazard 
Written assessment of hazard  
& Persons at risk 
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7. Re-evaluate the level of risk 
A����
���
�������
��������
����
���
�������������
����
�������
����������
����
��������
���
��������������2�������������
�����
�������������������
�����
��������� �������� �
�������
 �

6. Identify actions that are reasonably practicable 
Practicable means those actions that are possible in the light of current knowledge and 
available technology. Reasonable concerns the balance of resources (time, effort, cost) 
committed to reducing a risk compared to the level of that risk. 
Ask yourself: 
·  How can I remove the hazard altogether? 
·  If not; how can I reduce the hazard so that problem is reduced? 
Where actions are required/proposed a date for the action should also be given. 
EXAMPLE To remove the risk from interaction between cows with calves and people 
with dogs, cows with calves will not be used on site. This may not be practicable, 
therefore, possible actions would look to reduce the risks by specifying that cows with 
calves <12 weeks old will not be used 

2. Look for the Hazards 
The risk assessment form is a 
guide only. Walk around the area 
to be grazed and look for what 
could reasonably be expected to 
cause problems to the public  

1. Proposed Grazing System 
You should complete as much of 
the information in this section as 
possible. Err on the side of 
caution. For example, if you think 
you may have 30-40 grazing 
animals on site, assess the risks 
as if there were 40 animals within 
the grazing unit. 

4a Probability of hazard 
This reflects the probability that problem will actually result from the identified hazard during 
the grazing season.  
 

Probability of 
problem 

Description Ranking 

Improbable Physically possible, but never known to happen, therefore very 
surprised 

1 

Possible Occasional instances known or heard of, therefore little surprised 2 
Likely Known of with some frequency or might well happen 3 
Very Likely A common occurrence or surprised if didn’t happen 4 

 

4b Severity of problem 
This reflects how many people will be affected and to what degree during 
the grazing season.  
 

Severity of problem Ranking 
Minor suffering to one or more animals 1 
Major suffering to one animal 2 
Major suffering to several animals 3 
Death of one animal 4 
Death of several animals 5 

 
5. Evaluate the Level of Risk 
 
Risk is the likelihood (high or low) that the hazard will result in 
problem. Once the hazards are identified, evaluate the level of 
risk in terms of likelihood, severity and numbers of people 
affected. Use the tables below to make and record your initial 
assessment of risk (score between 1 and 20) – the 
assessment should relate to the hazard before appropriate 
precautions are applied to reduce the risk. 
EXAMPLE The probability of harm from cows with calves on 
site may be possible, 2, and could lead to the death of one 
person, 4, giving a risk level of 8 out of a possible 20. 
A score of 10 or more requires immediate action before 
grazing is introduced. 
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Assessment of risk 
(score 1-20) 

Type of hazard Written assessment of hazard  
& Persons at risk 
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Physical hazards arising 


 
 

Severe injuries – trampling, 
goring, crush injuries, 
fractures, death 

    

·  Warning signs with contact phone number(s) at all access points 
·  Advisable not to use cows with calves < 12 weeks old, ewes and lambs, bulling heifers (?) 
·  No bulls over 5 months unless recognised beef breed with females, never dairy bulls 
·  Assess all stock for suitability – breed, individual, sex, species, management status 
·  Consider temporary/permanent fencing to exclude stock from footpaths, picnic areas etc - ZONING 
·  Check stock, fences and access points daily 
·  Ensure penning and handling facilities are available 
·  Ensure gates are locked or properly closed 
·  Site troughs/fences/pens and handling areas to aid stockmanship and avoid conflict with public 
·  Identify emergency contacts and procedures 

 

Health hazards arising   
 

Zoonotic infections: E.coli, 
Salmonellosis, enzootic 
abortion in ewes, 
Toxoplasmosis, Orf 
Leptospirosis, Ringworm,  

    

·  Maintain healthy stock – annual health plan, blood/dung samples and vaccines where applicable 
·  Screen new animals for disease – seek veterinary advice 
·  Control diseases in animals - seek veterinary advice 
·  Prevent infections establishing and spreading by good stockmanship 
·  Wear suitable Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  
·  Cover cuts and abrasions 
·  Provide washing facilities & wash hands after handling animals & before eating, drinking or smoking  
·  Use warning signs to keep all staff and visitors informed 
·  Control rats 
·  Dispose of contaminated materials, bedding etc 
·  If there is a risk of splashing to the face, use a face shield and/or face mask  
·  Leave work wear at work, have a shower and change in to clean clothes before going home 
·  No pregnant women to be involved with pregnant ewes 
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